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THE DANVILLE DIFFERENCE

   We couldn’t be more proud to share the news - North 
Elementary art teacher Miss Katie Pourcho has been 
selected as the Indiana Teacher of the Year for 2020 by 
the Indiana Department of Education!
   “Our students succeed because of exceptional 
instruction in the classroom. This is the type of instruction 
Katie Pourcho has provided her students for nearly a 
decade, and I am honored to recognize her as Indiana’s 
2020 Teacher of the Year,” State Superintendent Dr. 
Jennifer McCormick said.
   Miss Pourcho brings magic into her classroom daily 
with our kindergarten, first and second grade students, 
as well as our preschoolers in the Little Warrior Learning 
Center. She also pursues her passion and talent for art 
with commissioned pieces and displayed works. 
   “Our first graders have been learning about the word 
‘symbol,’ a picture that says something without words,” 
Miss Pourcho said. “This award is a symbol of what a 
great school we have and of all of our team work.” 

COST CUTTING CORNER
   Our school corporation is always on the lookout for 
cost efficiencies both large and small! In the past 
month, we have taken the following steps:

· Saved long term salary costs by not filling a 
central office position following a retirement.
· Assigned a staff member to cover front office 
responsibilities in multiple buildings during a leave 
of absence, saving the cost of a temporary staff 
hire.
· Revised a postage meter lease to cut equipment 
costs in half.

   Just like with household expenses, any opportunity to 
save money is a victory for our bottom line.

Congratulations

Miss Pourcho!
2020 Indiana 

Teacher of the Year
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  With a history rich in education, Danville resident 
Steve Johnson and his family have dedicated their 
lives to education and their community! Having 
retired after 38 years of being an educator and a 
coach at Danville Schools, Steve said it continues 
to be important to him to stay involved. 
   “Danville Schools mean a lot to me and a lot to 
my family,” Steve explained. “My whole family has 
an active role in education and try to give back to 
the community in that aspect.”
  His wife, Susan, is also a retied teacher and their 
two daughters, Casey and Carey, are teachers. 
Steve’s sons-in-law often help him coach sports. All 
together, they are making education a family affair. 
   “They saw what my wife and I did in education,” 
Steve said. “I’d like to think we were an influence 
and they saw the good that we did.”
   Beginning his Danville career in 1971, Steve said he 
was attracted to a basketball coaching position at 
the middle school. Over the years, he was a science 
teacher and a physical education teacher. His 
coaching resume is even more impressive, with both 
boys’ and girls’ basketball, as well as baseball and 
football coaching positions. 
   “I love working with kids. Each one is a little 
different, and that’s what makes the job so neat,” 
Steve added. “I was one of those teachers in 
the classroom that always tried to find a way to 
connect with each student. I think that’s what made 
all the difference.”

Furry friends at LWLC  
Our friends in the Little Warrior 
Learning Center preschool got a 
visit from Jay and Debra Ard and 
their pony Beau during Pets Week! 
They also got to visit with turtles, a 
therapy dog and parakeets.

Creating art at South 
South Elementary students get their 

creativity flowing in Mrs. Bertoli’s 
art class! These fourth graders 

were learning all about Zentangle 
- a method of creating beautiful 
images from repetitive patterns.

Think pink at DCMS
Our 7/8 volleyball team 
showed their support 
for Danville Community 
Middle School Principal 
Mrs. Webster and her fight 
against breast cancer!

A little 
help from 
my friends

All in the family

   The morning was filled with smiles and laughter at North 
Elementary when students from Danville Community High 
School took time out of their busy schedules to greet, read 
to and play with our little Warriors in kindergarten, first and 
second grades. 
   Members of the DCHS Student-Athlete Advisory Council 
(SAAC) work to promote leadership and sportsmanship 
among student-athletes, DCHS Assistant Athletic Director 
and North P.E. teacher Mr. Kyle Yoder explained.
   “Each year coaches select one junior or senior that shows 
excellent leadership skills to represent their team,” he said. 
“We have 20 student-athletes representing the council. My 
returning members came up with the idea that they wanted 
to give back to the younger kids to be a mentor to them 
and inspire them to become student athletes when they 
get older. As an educator, it was amazing to see.”
   Combining the importance of reading in the classroom 
and trying new activities in their physical education class, 
SAAC students demonstrated their sports like “swimming” 
on scooters pictured above.
   The SAAC is planning a similar adventure to South 
Elementary and will be preparing for the Special Olympic 
Night this coming winter and a track night in the spring.


